TPHERE was a terrible simplicity about the order
A of events. Two days after the debate on
Norway the war moved into its next stage. For
that sunny Friday had been chosen by the Germans
for the opening of their assault on Western Europe;
and as neutral Amsterdam and Brussels heard bombs
for the first time, French and British armies moved
forward to the rescue, ominously undisturbed by
any German bombing. The trap was nicely baited.
But the uncanny symmetry of history supplied the
antidote in the very instant of administering the
poison. For the same evening in London Mr.
Churchill was invited by King George to form a
Government.

The coincidence was undesigned, though Na&i
moves were often apt to coincide with the political
crises of democracies. The German march was
executed on the date and at the pace prescribed for
it in the Great General Staffs time-table. While
Britain in promoting Mr. Churchill from the Admir-
alty to 10 Downing Street acted on the unrehearsed
impulses of democracy, the tanks were oiled, the
dive-bombers ^ were waiting, and the Dutch and
Belgian traitors knew precisely what they had to do.
Dutch and Belgian gallantry might prevent some of
them and delay the military time-table by a few
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